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Knit & Nosh

A lot of knitting, a little noshing and not too much swearing.

« just the facts, mam | Main

February 23, 2009

humpty dumpty was pushed

While I was waiting patiently in the border crossing line, ignoring the fact that I had to pee, I finished reading my current book…but I could not stop thinking about the book I had just finished.  This is a good sign.  The  book?

Humpty Dumpty Was Pushed by Marc Blatte.  This is a smallish book and a quick read.  It is a quick read because it is so good.  I am not sure what it was about the pre-release literature that made me request this book, but boy am I glad I did.  It had me at the first sentence.  “When Scholar showed up at the studio and threw ten G’s in cash down on the automated faders of the classic forty-eight channel Neve mixing board, Biz new there was no way out of the deal.”  I have sat in front of that Neve,  I remember the first time I saw a board that big, the memory puts a smile on my face.  But this book is not all geeky music business stuff.

The Music Industry plays a part, the desire to succeed is fierce.  The book is so much more.  The characters are deep and complex and wonderful.  They are rich and poor, newly immigrated and long suffering.  Well connected and well meaning, all at the same time.  The scene where Vooko drives to the Hamptons and finally finds the “real” America is so touching.  It drops you to your knees.  At that moment you realize not only life as the characters have lived it, but life as the rest of us view it.  Very powerful stuff.

This book deserves your time.  The slang will not get in your way and you will find as you read that the slang is important for the characters.  The look of the book is very Kindle.  Bright white pages and crisp font.  Give it a read.  Listen to what it says and how it says it.  SO satisfying.  Will it turn out to be my favorite book of 2009?  Maybe.

I mean really, I was in a car, by myself, waiting for an agent to allow me to enter my own country and I could not knit a simple pair of socks because I kept coming back to the book.  It’s worth your time.
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